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Since 1903, the Archives of Ontario 
has been acquiring, preserving, 
and making available records that 
trace Ontario’s rich history from its 
earliest settlements to the present. 


The Archives serves as the official 
guardian of the Ontario govern- 
ment’s 160,000 cubic feet of docu- 
mentary heritage. It also acts as the 
custodian of thousands of photo- 
graphs, architectural drawings, 
newspapers, maps, and audio- 
visual materials. 


Our diverse collections encompass 
papers and other records of: 


Early settlers 


Provincial and municipal 
governments 


Multicultural groups 


Businesses and Unions 


Clubs and organizations 


To ensure that Ontario's documen- 
tary heritage is not lost in the 
province’s attics and closets, the 
Archives welcomes donations of 
material of provincial significance. 
We are happy to talk with potential 
donors — please call (416) 327-1592 
or 1-800-668-9933. 


Among Our Treasures... 


The collections of the Archives of 
Ontario provide researchers with 
many ways to come face to face 
with Ontario’s past. 


Government Records 


Original documents, some dating 
from the 18th century, gathered 
from government departments and 
agencies, constitute a permanent 
record of the Ontario government. 
Of special interest are court records, 
chronicling our legal legacy from 
Upper Canada to today’s Ontario. 


Private Papers 


Letters, scrapbooks, and diaries 
express the personalities of the 
citizens of our province, be they 
politicians, church leaders, judicial 
authorities, or artists. Ledgers, 
minute books, and corporate files 
offer insight into organizations and 
business firms. 


Architectural Drawings 


Drawings of buildings dating from 
1829 witness the province’s archi- 
11  tectural history. Detailed notes, 

~~ specifications, and photographs 
accompany some materials. The 
Archives’ prized Horwood Collection 
has assembled working drawings 
by many prominent Ontario 
architects. 


Maps 


More than 25,000 cartographic 
documents relating to Ontario since 
the 17th century are available for 
research. Maps from the Surveyor 
General’s office, and those of 
explorer David Thompson, and early 
settlement organizers Thomas Talbot 
and the Canada Company, are 
particularly fascinating. 


Muron Lovalist 


Newspapers 


Most of the collection’s 1,500 
newspaper mastheads originate in 
Ontario, among them early 19th 
century publications. Many of the 
Original newspapers have been 
preserved. For continued access 
and convenient study, these news- 
papers are now available on more 
than 8,000 reels of microfilm. 


Photography 


The Archives’ more than 2,500,000 
photographs capture unique 
moments, frozen in time. The collec- 
| tion illustrates both historic events 
and everyday activities. Posters, 
broadsides and sketches round 

out the visual record. 


Sound and Moving Images 


Audio and video tapes, phonograph 
records, and motion picture films 
serve not only as entertainment 
media, but also as tools for historical 
research. Oral histories, filmed 
documentaries, radio broadcasts, 
and government public information 
productions reflect the range of 
this significant collection. 


The Library 


The reference library collects his- 
torical studies, legislative publica- 
tions, directories, almanacs, and 
rare pamphlets. 


May We Help? 

The staff of the Archives of Ontario 
welcomes the opportunity to assist 
in the search for historical informa- 
tion. Card catalogues, indices, 
descriptive guides and file listings 
are available to the researcher. 
Photocopying, microfilm and photo 
reproduction services are offered 
at nominal cost. 


Queries by researchers unable to 
visit the Archives will be dealt with 
in correspondence. 
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Freedom of Information/ 
Privacy Act 


Under this legislation, researchers 
have the right of access to informa- 
tion held by the Ontario government 
and its agencies. Every Ontario 
citizen has the right to keep private 
the personal information held by 
the government, as well as the right 
to correct that information. 


Ask for the Freedom of Information 
and Protection of Individual Privacy 
Act pamphlet. The Freedom of 
Information/Privacy Coordinator for 
the Archives of Ontario is available 
for consultation. 


Hours of Operation 


Main Floor Reading Room: 
Weekdays: 8:15 a.m.—4:30 p.m. 
(Archival staff on duty) 


Extended hours: 
Weekdays: 4:30 p.m.—10:30 p.m. 
Saturday: 10 a.m.—8 p.m. 


Second Floor Reading Rooms: 
Weekdays: 8:15 a.m.—4:30 p.m. 


Administration: 
Weekdays 8:15 a.m.—4:30 p.m. 


The Archives is closed on statutory 
holidays, and on Easter Friday, 
Simcoe Day (first Monday in August), 
and Remembrance Day (November 11). 
Hours between Christmas and New 
Year s Day are subject to change. 
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Research and reference rooms 


Photocopying 


Microfilm and photographic 
reproduction 


Group tours may be arranged on 
request 


Leadership and coordination of 
recorded information management 
in the Ontario government 


The Archives of Ontario 
77 Grenville Street 
Toronto, Ontario 

M7A 2R9 

(416) 327-1600 Ÿ 
(800) 668-9933 


1 
Queen's Pk. Subway ” 
@ College Subway ) ¢ 
@ The Archives of Ontario 
77 Grenville Street = 
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